NcBITDRE Furniture Fits in the Open Air

EPsh e
FETIRATOESE

Students enrolled in various educational institutions in Japan and abroad who
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are 30 years of age or younger as of March 31, 2023 are eligible to participate

RIIEE (REFH) 1545058 Kengo Kuma Award (Grand prize, 1 entry): 500,000 yen
B5E 3R 10AH Excellence Award (3 entries): 100,000 yen
EF 61 Honorable Mention (6 entries)
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Higashikawa Town Council, and the Higashikawa Board of Education
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PURPOSE

The town of Higashikawa is a major producer of Asahikawa furniture. We are calling
for designs that embody KAGU, a new, mindful way of life for the young people who
will shoulder the responsibilities of the future. KAGU is an extension of the conventional
concept of furniture that aims to connect people to the world. We use a variety of
objects in our daily lives, but it is difficult to see the context in which they are made and
used. We realized that in the current way of life, we handle objects without care and
treat them poorly, all in the name of saving time and effort; people rush to get resullts,
and don' t take the time to think deeply about the items they are using. This can have
many harmful effects. Our hope is that the upcoming KAGU design competition will
provide an opportunity for your ideas, which have a lot of potential, to take shape and

be used for a long time, so that a path towards mindful living can be realized little by little.

F3[OlFfEICH>T

B DMEE AN BESN TWSS, ABLEEOEVVHERSOR, #TFken
SERODBHELOICESTEEXLER A6EE 'EEOR, 5)IBTE, BEh Stz
FHAVIDRER, BIFEREEHIC, BERERENHCEIVGESUORIEZEIETH
BB EAEHEDFE S, HETTlE, REEMDNSBEENSIZTESRDEHD R
AT TEEUlc, Zhid, HIcEFNcFHIEZ R0, ZDESBME <3 Bk
FiIDSHREDE T, NFRTRIABOZEREICHINTHEN. FERTIIEBFAN
UTEVRAARED OAREB FEFELRELTHER2EVWSHDTY, INSDERL
FEREEMBRS TIEOBDHEME WEWSRORRZIESEEEBRY DEMEICADE
o S ABIFHEIOFVIILADBRICH > T, @BEBREBHOZREENBESMNCHRD
EHIT, FILWIA TR AINADIERIIAE > TWET, TNENOHIENAIF DRI 8E
EPIEDY, FTLWSATRIAINER ETOEYMNIEZSELTWET, ZD& S+
T, BEZBL CHEROBHZ R <NSIBZ, HIEROFBIEAP, RiERZBSEEC
BADEBENDRVELRE, BEOHENSHISTH 1V ZE X L5ET 2BER BRI
EBERE, EHNTEVLWREICEEN. REDHOBAREB/GET, F/IETAHICHAT,
FLLWESLEEZEZTVWEET,

INTRODUCTION

We are entering a time in which the value and potential of rural areas are being
reconsidered. Higashikawa, the "Town of Photography," and "Cultural Capital of
Photography," is a beautiful town in Hokkaido, Japan. Located in a beautiful rural
setting, surrounded by the Daisetsuzan mountains, it is also blessed with pure
groundwater. With the aim of communicating the richness of life through
architecture and furniture, the town has promoted a new initiative in collaboration
with architect Kengo Kuma, who has a strong interest in the use of architecture
and design in rural settings. Higashikawa, with its small size and thriving furniture
production industry, has long implemented programs that would only be
possible here: It starts with the “Your Chair” project, which gives the children a
sense of safety and belonging from a young age. In Elementary School, the
children learn while surrounded by wooden furniture. When they graduate Junior
High School, as a graduation present, they take home their wooden chairs that
they have used and cared for over three years. It is now time to start a new project
and train the young people who will be the leaders of the next generation. As the
world endures the new Coronavirus crisis, the problems with our overcrowded
metropolitan lifestyles have become clearer, and a search for a new lifestyle has
begun. The resources and possibilities in each region are beginning to provide
inklings of ideas for the development of this new lifestyle. Architect Kengo Kuma
has joined us in supporting our town and our region. He is an early advocate of
promoting the appeal of regional communities through architecture, with a strong
interest in expanding the use of local resources and educating the next
generation of young people. In a sense, Kengo Kuma, who is working on
regional revitalization though the world of architecture, and Higashikawa, a
sparsely populated town blessed with a rich environment and a thriving furniture

industry, have been working together to propose a new way of life.
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KAGU, Connecting People to the World
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Kengo Kuma

Architect, professor at the University

of Tokyo
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CQOVID-19 has changed our indoor lifestyle such as
normalizing remote work and at the same time increased
opportunities to go for walks or eat outdoors. Having spent
more time in the open air, the objects we surround

ourselves with outside will also change so that we can

make the time more comfortable. A revolution in our lifestyle

is currently underway. Please propose furniture that can fit

in the open air which would enrich this new lifestyle of ours.
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Ichiro Matsuoka

Mayor of Higashikawa, the Cultural
Capital of Photography and “Town of
Photography”
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The theme for the 3rd competition was
determined as "Furniture Fits in the Open
Air.” Hokkaido, Japan is blessed with
forest resources and our region aims to
create world-class furniture through the
use of high-quality wood and the skills of
our outstanding craftsmen. We hope to co-
create with you so that KAGU will spread
from around the world to Higashikawa
and from Higashikawa to the rest of the
world. We look forward to receiving

many entries from all over the world.
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Hiromi Fuijita

Chair of the "Kengo Kuma &
Higashikawa" KAGU Design

Competition Executive Committee

Z<DERICZ A 5N, FE3E RIFEK
5)IIET) KAGUT Y v OV RDFERA
ZTEDIE RERHRAL EFET, T4
EBIFERE EWSTF—YDHE, FHLL
AEHFRZRECKAGUD, FTEITE-T
WSS EZRRW, HRFDS <OFEWER
HEDTHHEE, BHFELTEDET,
Thanks to the great support of
everyone, we are very pleased to
announce the 3rd annual “Kengo
Kuma & Higashikawa” KAGU Design
Competition. We look forward to
receiving entries from many young
people around the world, with the
hope that KAGU, which brings people
and the world together, will continue
to flourish under the theme of

"Furniture Fits in the Open Air".
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